
ORDINANCE NO. 990 

The 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF LODI BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER TO SAID CODE, 
CONCERNING THE CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION 
AND DESTRUCTION OF WATER WELLS, CATHODIC 
PROTECTION WELLS, AND INSTALLATION OF PUMPS 
IN THE CITY O F  LODI; PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE 
OF PERMITS AND PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR THE 
VIOLATION THEREOF. 

City Council of the City of Lodi does ordain  as follows: 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1 - PURPOSE AND DECLARATION OF INTENT: 

The City Council of the City of Lodi d e c l a r e s  that the people of the 

City of Lodi have an  inalienable right to demand the protection of the ground 

w a t e r s  and that the City Council has the responsibil i ty to protect  these  

w a t e r s  f o r  the enjoyment, health,  safe ty  and welfare  of the people. The 

City Council fu r the r  dec la res  that  the people of the City of Lodi have a p r i -  

m a r y  i n t e r e s t  in  the location, construction,  maintenance,  and des t ruct ion of 

wa te r  wells,  cathodic protection wel ls ,  t e s t  wel ls  and geophysical wells that 

d i rec t ly  affect  the quality and potabil i ty of underground wa te r s .  

Section 2 - DEFINITIONS. 

(a) 

A s  used in this Chapter:  

Abandoned W e l l  is a n y  well  whose or ig inal  purpose and u s e  

has  been permanently discontinued o r  which is in such  a 

s t a t e  of d i s repa i r  that  i t  cannot be used fo r  its original  purpose.  

Agricul tura l  W e l l  is any wa te r  well used  to supply water  f o r  

i r r igat ion,  l ivestock operation or other  agr icul tura l  purposes  

not including any u s e s  of domest ic  water .  

A i r  Conditioning W e l l s  a re  wells const ructed to r e t u r n  to the 

ground, i n  a c losed sys tem,  well wa te r  which has  been used as 

a coolant in  air conditioning p rocesses .  

( b )  

(c)  

- 1- 



(d) Board of Trus tees  means  the Board of Trus tees  of the San 

Joaquin Local  Health Dis t r ic t .  

A Cathodic Protect ion Well means  any ar t i f ic ia l  excavation 

in e x c e s s  of fifty (50)  f ee t  deep const ructed by any means  fo r  

the purpose  of installing equipment o r  facil i t ies f o r  the protection 

e lect r ica l ly  of metall ic equipment i n  contact  with the ground 

(commonly r e f e r r e d  to as  cathodic protection).  

City means  the City of Lodi. 

Contamination means  an  impa i rment  of the quality of the 

wa te r s  by waste  to a degree  which c r e a t e s  a hazard to the 

public health through poisoning o r  through the sp read  of 

d isease .  Contamination shal l  include any equivalent effect 

resul t ing f r o m  the disposal  of waste,  whether o r  not wa te r s  

of the City are  affected. 

Destruction of Well means  to r e s t o r e  a s  n e a r l y  a s  pract icable  

those conditions which exis ted p r io r  to the construction of the 

well. 

( e )  

( f )  

(8) 

(h)  

(i) Disposal  Well means  a hole dug, bored,  o r  dr i l led  into any 

known aqu i fe r s  in  which are  deposited m a t t e r s  or substances,  

which, by reason  of t empera tu re  o r  content, may be dele ter ious  

to ground water.  

Di s t r i c t  Health Officer m e a n s  the Health Officer of the San ( j )  

Joaquin Local  Health Dis t r i c t  or his author ized representa t ive .  

Geophysical  Well means  a well  used f o r  testing o r  logging 

s t r a t a  o r  to obtain data  f r o m  the underground. 

(k) 
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(I) Health District means the San Joaquin Local Health 

District. 

(m)  Individual Domestic Water Well i s  any water well used to 

supply water for  domestic needs of an individual residence or 

duplex. 

Industrial Well is  any water well used to supply industry on 

an individual basis. 

Injection o r  Recharge Well is  any well constructed to introduce 

water into the underground a s  a means of replenishing ground 

water basins. 

(n) 

( 0 )  

(p)  Person means any natural person, individual, firm, partnership, 

company, corporation, association, joint venture, joint stock 

company, organization, club, company, business trust,  lessee, 

agent, servant, officer, employee, unincorporated association 

or representative of same. 

Pollution means an alteration of the quality of the waters b y  

waste to a degree which unreasonably affects: (1) the value 

of such water for beneficial uses,  o r  ( 2 )  facilities which 

serve such beneficial uses. 

CON TA MINA TION. 

Public Domestic Water Supply Well means any water well 

(9) 

POLLUTION may include 

( r )  

used to supply domestic water to more than one (1) 

individual parcel of property or any water supply which 

services any premise which contains a temporary o r  

permanent resort ,  hotel, apartment house, triplex, motel, 

institution, labor camp, t rai ler  park, gas station, cafe, 

school, subdivision or any commercial establishment. 
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Pump Contractor  means  any person o r  company l icensed 

by the State Contractors  License  Law, as provided in  

Division 3 ,  Chapter 9, of the Business  and Profess ions  

Code, to install ,  s e rv ice  o r  r e p a i r  a pump. 

Recharge W e l l  (See Injection Well). 

Sani tary  Hazards  are Inadequacies, ac tual  o r  potential, which 

m a y  p e r m i t  the entrance of pollutants, contaminants,  o r  

pathogenic o rgan i sms  into the wa te r ,  thereby impair ing the 

wa te r  quality or rendering i t  injurious to public health. 

Seal,  Annular is  the cement  grout  between the conductor 

cas ing or bore  and the casing. 

Seal,  Sani tary  is a grout,  mas t i c  o r  mechanical  device used 

to make  a wa te r  tight joint between the pump and casing or the 

concrete  base.  

Seal,  Surface is a monolithically poured concre te  p la t form 

const ructed around the top of the wel l  cas ing on thoroughly 

compacted ea r th .  

T e s t  W e l l  (See Geophysical Well). 

Wate r s  of the City means  any wa te r ,  su r face  or underground, 

including sa l ine  wa te r s ,  within the boundaries of the City. 

Wate r  Quality is  a t e r m  used to desc r ibe  the chemical ,  

physical ,  and biological cha rac te r i s t i c s  of wa te r  in r e spec t  

to its suitabil i ty f o r  a par t icular  purpose.  

be of good quali ty f o r  one purpose  or use ,  and bad or poor f o r  

another,  depending upon i t s  cha rac te r i s t i c s  and the requ i re-  

ments  f o r  the pa r t i cu la r  use.  

W e l l  Contractor  means  any person or company l icensed by 

the State Con t rac to r s  License Law, as provided in  

The s a m e  water  m a y  
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Division 3 ,  Chapter 9, of the Business and Profess ions  

Code. 

W e l l  P i t  is an  excavation in  which the wel l  head o r  top of wel l  

cas ing i s  ins ta l led  below the ground surface .  

Well  o r  Water Well means  any ar t i f ic ia l  excavation const ructed 

by any method f o r  the purpose of extracting or recharging 

ground water  or test ing o r  logging of s t r a t u m  to obtain da ta  

f r o m  the underground. This definition shal l  not include: 

a )  oil  and gas wells,  or geothermal  wells constructed under  

jur isdic t ion of the Depar tment  of Conservation,  State of 

California,  except those wells converted to use  as water  

wells;  b) wells used fo r  the purpose of (1 )  dewatering excavation 

dur ing construction,  or ( 2 )  stabilizing hil lsides or e a r t h  

embankments.  

Section 3 - APPLICABLE TERRITORY: 

This P a r t  shal l  apply to all t e r r i to ry  lying within the existing l i m i t s  

of the City of Lodi as the same now exis t  or may be extended in  the future.  

Section 4 - SPECIAL REQUIREMENT AREAS: 

In all areas of City where  poor quality wa te r  could infi l trate good 

quality ground water  due to well  construction,  specia l  requirements  will  

be  s e t  to p ro tec t  the good quali ty water .  

PERM1 TS 

Section 5 - PERMIT REQUIRED: 

No person,  as principal,  servant ,  agent or employee,  shal l  dig, 

d r i l l ,  bore,  dr ive ,  r e p a i r  o r  d e s t r o y  any well  or shal l  r epa i r ,  replace ,  

ins ta l l  o r  seal a pump f o r  u s e  on any well, whether the wel l  is to be used  
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f o r  domestic,  i r r igat ion,  testing, geophysical, o r  cathodic protection o r  

o ther  purposes ,  without having a valid unrevoked o r  suspended p e r m i t  to 

do so f r o m  the Dis t r i c t  Health Officer. 

(1) year  f r o m  date of i ssue .  

ins ta l l  a well  o r  pump on his proper ty ,  i f  work i s  accomplished in  accordance 

with this Chapter.  

The pe rmi t  shal l  be valid f o r  one 

No p roper ty  owner shal l  be denied the r ight  to 

No p e r m i t  is n e c e s s a r y  to replace  o r  r epa i r  equipment 

if the sani tary  seal is  not broken. 

a s  determined by the City Council a f t e r  a public hearing.  

. 

A fee  may be charged f o r  i ssuing a pe rmi t  

Section 6 - APPLICATION TO DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICER: 

E v e r y  person proposing to dig, dr i l l ,  bore,  dr ive ,  r epa i r ,  deepen 

o r  des t roy  any wel l  shall ,  before comrriencing the work, apply to the Dis t r i c t  

Health Officer f o r  approval of the well s i te  and method of installat ion o r  

destruction,  and f o r  a p e r m i t  to do the work. Such application, shal l  be 

on forrris furnished by the Dis t r i c t  Health Officer and contain such information 

as the Dis t r i c t  Health Officer m a y  require .  

mitted a t  l e a s t  forty-eight (48) hours  p r io r  to the proposed commencement  

of work on said p e r m i t  application, as  p resc r ibed  in the rules  and regulations 

adopted pursuant to this Chapter.  

Section 7 - COMPLIANCE: 

The Applicant applying f o r  a p e r m i t  f o r  the construction,  r e p a i r  o r  

Said application is to be sub- 

destxuction of the well  shal l  a s s u m e  the responsibil i ty of complying with 

all requirements  of sa id  p e r m i t  and this Chapter,  including such ru les  

and regulations as m a y  be adopted pursuant  to this Chapter.  

Section 8 - PERMITS 

P e r m i t s  shal l  be granted to any owner o r  his authorized representa t ive  

and to those persons  having a valid City Business License  and a l icense  

f r o m  the State Contractor ' s  L i c e n s e .  Board a s  a well o r  pump contractor .  
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Section 9 - EMERGENCY REPAIRS: 

In  the event of a n  emergency,  as  evidenced by lack of water ,  r e p a i r s  

m a y  proceed without a permit .  

of a new well, o r  the r epa i r ,  deepening o r  replacement  of a well  or pump. 

A l l  work  done under emergency conditions shall  comply with the ru les  and 

regulations adopted pursuant  to this Chapter.  

Emergency r e p a i r s  include the construction 

In all such c a s e s ,  the owner 

o r  contractor  mus t  file a s ta tement  that this was an  emergency r e p a i r  and 

the reason  f o r  the r epa i r .  

within forty-eight (48) hours  a f t e r  such r e p a i r s  are  begun, excluding weekends 

and holidays. 

Application fo r  emergency r e p a i r s  m u s t  be made  

Section 10 - SPECIAL PERMITS: 

-The Dis t r ic t  Health Officer may  g ran t  Special P e r m i t s  f o r  l imited 

per iods  of t ime when, in his opinion, the application of this Chapter o r  

the ru les  and regulations adopted pursuant  to this Chapter would be impract icable  

or unnecessary .  

may  p r e s c r i b e  such conditions as in his judgment will be n e c e s s a r y  to pro-  

tec t  the public health. 

In i ssuing such  Special  P e r m i t s ,  the Dis t r i c t  Health Officer 

Section 11 - WELL DRILLERS REPORT: 

Upon completion of a well, the applicant o r  the Licensed Contractor,  

'These shal l  f i le  a copy of a Well D r i l l e r s  Repor t  with the Health Dis t r ic t .  

r e p o r t  f o r m s  will be furnished by the Dis t r i c t  Health Officer. 

Section 12 - WELL PITS: 

The construction,  use  o r  installat ion of well  pits  shal l  not be p e r -  

mitted,  except under unusual c i r cums tances  as  determined by the Dis t r i c t  

Health Officer. 
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WELL DRILLING RE QUIRE MEN TS 

Section 13 - SANITARY SEAL: 

All wells shall  have a sani tary seal.  

Section 14 - CONCRETE PLATFORM OR SLAB REQUIRED: 

All wells,  except cathodic protection wells, shall have a concrete 

platform o r  slab constructed to prevent the entrance of surface water f rom 

any source into the well o r  the underground water  source. 

Section 15 - DISINFECTION: 

After the construction o r  repa i r  individual domestic o r  public domestic 

water  wells and pr ior  to the use  of said  wells, the wells and a l l  appurtenances 

thereto shall  be adequately disinfected. 

Section 16 - GROUT SEAL ON INDIVIDUAL OR PUBLIC DOMESTIC 

WATER SUPPLY WELLS: 

Public domestic water supply and individual domestic wells shall  have 

a grout  sea l  in the annular space. 

Section 17 - HEALTH LIMITATIONS: 

The Dist r ic t  Health Officer may o r d e r  changes in the location of water 

wells and in the methods, means,  and manner of constructing water wells 

in o r d e r  that the same shal l  not constitute a menace to the health of human 

beings o r  animals,  o r  a detr iment  to ground water  sources.  

of the Dis t r ic t  Health Officer sha l l  designate the period within which such 

changes a r e  to be made. 

The orders  

Section 18 - INSPECTIONS: 

The well si te,  location, m a t e r i a l  and methods used may be inspected 

by the Dis t r ic t  Health Officer a t  any time pr io r  to o r  during construction 

o r  destruction of any well. 

when the work is completed and thereaf ter  shall  make a final inspection. 

The Dist r ic t  Health Officer shall be informed 
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Section 19 - ABANDONMENT O F  WELLS: 

Upon determination that any well is abandoned a s  provided in the 

ru les  and regulations adopted pursuant to this Chapter, that well m u s t  

be destroyed in the manner prescr ibed s o  that entrance of degraded o r  

contaminated water into usable aquifers,  o r  creation of a safety hazard, 

a r e  minimized. 

Section 2 0  - DESTRUCTION O F  WELLS: 

The Dist r ic t  Health Officer is authorized, af ter  reasonable efforts to 

eliminate pollution, contamination or  a safety hazard, to enforce the perman- 

ent  abandonment b y  destruction of any well that is polluted, contaminated 

o r  is s o  located as to become polluted o r  contaminated o r  is a safety 

hazard.  

well  and to recover  the cos t  of the destruction f r o m  the owner of the 

proper ty  on which the well is located. 

The Dist r ic t  Health Officer i s  authorized to destroy any such 

Section 2 1  - OUT OF SERVICE WELLS: 

If the owner intends to cease  u s e  of a well f o r  a period of s ix  ( 6 )  

months o r  more ,  he shal l  inform the Dis t r ic t  Health Officer. 

well shal l  be protected f r o m  any source of contamination while the well 

is temporar i ly  out of service .  The owner shall  maintain such a well a s  

required in the rules  and regulations adopted pursuant to this Chapter 

pertaining to "Out of Service W e l l .  'I 

Such a 

RULES AND REGULATIONS, APPEALS 

AND ENFORCEMENT 

Section 22  - ADOPTION OF RULES AND REGULATIONS: 

The Board of Trustees  shal l  adopt, and may f r o m  time to t ime 

amend rules  and regulations including, but not l imited to, standards for 
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implementation of this Chapter.  

i n  conflict with this Chapter  o r  wi th  the laws of the State of California. 

The r u l e s  and regulations shall  be adopted o r  amended only a f t e r  the Board 

of Trus tees  h a s  considered the ma t t e r  a t  a public hearing a t  which all in- 

t e res ted  pe r sons  have been afforded the opportunity to urge  o r  oppose 

adoption of the proposed ru les  and regulations. 

Such ru les  and regulations shal l  not be 

Section 2 3  - APPEALS TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

Any person whose application f o r  a pe rmi t ,  o r  f o r  approval  of a 

proposed action under this Chapter ,  has  been denied by the Dis t r i c t  

Health Officer, may within thirty (30) days a f t e r  the date of such  denial ,  

appeal  the re f rom in  writ ing to the Board of Trus tees .  Such appeal  shal l  

be hea rd  by the Board of Trus tees  a t  i t s  next r egu la r  meeting thereaf ter  

unless  the appeal  was fi led within five ( 5 )  days of such meeting,  in which 

event, i t  shal l  be hea rd  a t  the next  regular  meeting subsequent thereto.  

The Board of Trus tees  shal l  uphold o r  r e v e r s e  the denial  of the application 

o r  of the approval  sought and sha l l  make such o r d e r s  in connection with the 

m a t t e r  as  may  be n e c e s s a r y  to protect  and p r e s e r v e  the public health. 

Section 2 4  - APPEALS TO CITY COUNCIL: 

If the appellant is dissat is f ied  with the decision of the Board of 

T r u s t e e s  act ing pursuant  to Section 23, he may,  within ten (10) days  

a f t e r  that  decision,  appeal  to the City Council. The appeal shal l  be i n  

writ ing and fi led with the City Clerk .  

the appeal  fo r  hearing.  

cant  not less than five (5)  days  p r i o r  to the hearing.  

in te res ted  par ty  may  p r e s e n t  o r a l  o r  writ ten evidence. 

hear ing,  the Council sha l l  r ender  a decision on the appeal and m a y  

susta in ,  modify, o r  r e v e r s e  any action of the Board of Trus tees .  

Thereaf ter ,  the Council shal l  s e t  

Notice of the hear ing shal l  be given to the appli- 

At the hearing,  any 

Following the 
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Section 2 5  - ENFORCEMENT BY DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICER: 

The Dist r ic t  Health Officer shall  enforce a l l  needful o r d e r s ,  rules ,  and 

regulations necessa ry  o r  proper  to accomplish the purposes of this Chapter 

and may perform all other ac t s  necessa ry  o r  proper  to accomplish the 

purposes of this Chapter except insofar as the same pertains to wells 

owned and operated fo r  the City of Lodi. 

Section 26  - ENFORCEMENT BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH: 

The California Department of Public Health Bureau of Sanitary 

Engineering shal l  enforce a l l  needful o rders ,  rules  and regulations insofar 

as the same pertain to the wells owned and operated by the City of Lodi. 

Section 27  - VIOLATION: 

Any person who shal l  violate or fail to comply with any of the 

provisions of this ordinance shal l  be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 

shal l  be punished by a fine of not to exceed five hundred dollars or b y  i m-  

prisonment in  the county ja i l  f o r  a t e r m  not to exceed s ix  months or by 

both such fine and imprisonment.  

shall  continue shall  constitute a separate  offense. 

Every  day any violation of this ordinance 

Section 28. All  ordinances and p a r t s  of ordinances in conflict he re-  

with a r e  hereby repealed insofar a s  such conflict may  exist. 

Section 2 9 .  This ordinance shall  be published one time in the "Lodi 

News-Sentinel, 'I a daily newspaper of general  circulation printed and 

' published in the City of Lodi and shal l  be in fo rce  and take effect th i r ty  

nd a f te r  i t s  passage and approval. 

HARDT, Mayor 

iber, 1972. 
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State of California 

County of San Joaquin, ss. 

I, Bess ie  L. Bennett, City Cle rk  of the City of Lodi, do hereby 

cer t i fy  that Ordinance No, 990 was introduced in a regular  meeting of the 

City Council of the City of Lodi held November 15, 1972 and was thereaf ter  

passed, adopted and ordered to print at a regular  meeting of said Council 

held December 6 ,  1972 by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmen - HUGHES, KATNICH, PINKERTON, 
SCHAFFER and EHRHARDT 

Noes: Councilmen - None 

Absent: Councilmen - None 

I fur ther  certify that Ordinance No. 990 was approved and signed 

by the Mayor on the date  of its passage and the same has been 




